
 

 

 

 

KENILWORTH-UYOGO FRIENDSHIP LINK 

Newsletter – November 2021 

WITH GREETINGS TO YOU ALL.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 

2021 
 
Review of 2021:  
The past year has continued to be difficult for everyone with the Covid pandemic, however, the successful 
vaccination programme here has given us reason for optimism.  We hope that the situation in Tanzania will 
improve.  Up until the beginning of October 2021 only 1.4% of the population had been vaccinated.  There 
has been a vaccine shortage and also some vaccine hesitancy in Tanzania, although the new President is 
encouraging people to be vaccinated.  The World Health Organisation now has a target of 17% of African 
countries’ populations vaccinated by Christmas and 40% by the end of March 2022.  We hope that this will 
be achieved.  
 
Classrooms at Kasela Primary School.  
These have been in use since they were structurally completed at the end of last year with funding from 
KUFL.  Further funding from KUFL has recently been agreed to provide wire mesh and netting over the 
windows which will prevent dust and insects from getting into the buildings and will also be useful when 
the buildings are used in the evenings for other events such as PTA and village information relaying. 
 
Bicycles for Girls at Umiki Secondary School   
This project was launched by 
Cllr Richard Dickson in 2020, 
whilst Mayor of Kenilworth, as 
one of his charities for the 
year. This project has been 
very successful and 3 year-
groups of girls now have bikes.  
Kenilworth School students of 
all ages, and staff, raised more 
money from individual cycling 
challenges and a non uniform 
day in summer:  enough for 31 
more bikes.  Huge thanks to 
them all.  KUFL have now 
agreed to fund 29 more bikes 
needed to fully cover Umiki 
Secondary School’s girl 
students over all four years 
including the new intake in 
January 2022.  The bikes attract                                 One of the girls receiving her new bike 
girls towards secondary schooling and enable them to cycle safely to school in much shorter times.               
Previously some girls had to walk up to 22 km to get to school.     
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Uyogo Water Project  
KUFL have agreed to fund a 4th domestic point in the recently constructed village water scheme supported 
by KUFL last year.  This will provide water to a larger number of Uyogo villagers, with more health benefits. 
Thank you again to Lucky Mgeni, our liaison person with Uyogo, for his continued hard work in overseeing 
all these projects. 
 
We were very sorry to hear the sad news that Jean Radford, wife of John Radford, who was one of the 
original founders of Kenilworth Uyogo Friendship Link, had died.  Jean was a great supporter of KUFL from 
the very beginning over 40 years ago, hosting with John visitors from Uyogo over the years.  Jean was 
always so positive about KUFL, its work and the people she met through it; she was a stalwart supporter. 
 
Unfortunately this year, due to the pandemic, KUFL has been unable to hold any fundraising events. We 
are therefore most grateful to individuals for subscriptions and donations, and to all the generous 
Kenilworth people who supported the Mayor’s “Buy a Bike” scheme in autumn 2020 and spring 2021, 
including of course Cllr Richard Dickson who facilitated this project;  to St. John’s Church and Kenilworth 
Methodist Church and for the continued great support of Kenilworth School pupils and staff through their  
individual cycling challenges.  We’re delighted to hear that they are keen to repeat the cycling challenges 
next summer.  KS pupils have also set up a “pen pal” scheme with Umiki Secondary School in Uyogo, 
sending out videos and receiving ones back.  Luke Ovenden, KS’s International Coordinator, oversees this 
school link, benefiting both Kenilworth and Uyogo students greatly. KUFL very much appreciates his work. 
 
Would you like to be part of this long-running local Kenilworth link with Uyogo, a village community in 
Tabora District of Tanzania?  We are always pleased to welcome new members to the committee.  If you’re  
interested in becoming involved in KUFL please get in touch with Kit Lawry, our Chair, who would be happy 
to talk with you (email address below). 
 
Upcoming Events  
We are hoping to hold our AGM at Kenilworth Methodist Church Hall on Saturday 26th March 2022 if it is 
safe to gather together.  We will update you nearer the time, but please put this date in your diary. We are 
also hoping to hold an event in the open air during summer 2022 and will send you details of this in the 
coming months. 
 
Please do look at our website: www.kenilworthuyogofriendshiplink.org   
This is updated regularly with news, photographs and videos of the current projects in Uyogo. 
 
Thank you all so much for your generous support this year, and please remember KUFL in your Christmas 
giving!  
There are a few ways that you might wish to consider doing this.  KUFL have registered with Amazon 
Smile.  This would be a simple way to support KUFL.  When you shop at Amazon go to this link:- 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1032351-0  and nominate Kenilworth Uyogo Friendship Link as your 
charity.  Amazon will then donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to KUFL (at no extra cost to yourself).   
If you are able to save your used printer cartridges, we can collect these from you for recycling and KUFL 
will get about £1 for each of these.   
Finally we have also recently set up the facility to donate £5 by text to KUFL – by dialling 70085 and text-
messaging  5R4UYOGO This can be gift aided if you wish. 
 
 Together, we work with the people of Uyogo towards a better future.  That’s a gift worth giving! 
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